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Rlchmond.- tho capital of Vlrgiiiia

nnd tlio sreatost, commorclal nncl man¬

ufacturing' centre of thc South, ls to-

dny only upon thc very thrcsliold of .1

wondorfully prosperous ern whloh
promlses to place lier in the front

rank ol" tiie cities of America. for wlth
natural advantages of unsurpassed
wator power for manufacturirig pur¬
poses, with trartspbrtation facllltlea
socond to no other city of tho-country;
with nn Intelligcnt, induturlous and
educated working class, antl wlth
snlTielont capital to moro than
supply all the demands of-lhrlv-'
ing business nncl growfng trade,
thoro Is no othor communlty which
has a greater or brlrghtei' commerclal
and industrial futur-e ns the actlveiand
progress! vo tnotropolis of the Old Do-
minlon.

Grent ri''nriiip: Houko.
Standlng ns lt does midway between

tlie North nnd South. it lias beconi'e
tlio great commerclal i.-learing-house
for each section doing buslness wlth
tlie otlier, while with tho West nnd
Middle AVost it is connected by great
railroad systems, ovor which it sc-

cures tho low trafflc rates which ob-
tain at deep-wated and seaboard ter-
minals.
The South. forty years ago devas-

tatcd nnd bankrupt by war, has risen
from the ashes of her ruin, and has be¬
come a dominant section of the coun¬

try. allve to her own Interests, realle-
ing her unbounded resources and se-

curo In tlio enormous wealth \ antl
opportunities within her borders."* No
other pnrt of America is so briglit
witli promlso as aro tlio Southern
States. whose resources, undeveloped
and unfostereil in tho past. aro veri-
tablo sources of wealth beyond tho
drearns of commorcial avarlce.

Tt lias been sald that the wealth of
tho South is increasing'at' the enor¬
mous rate of $8,000,000 a day, and that
lnst yenr tlie rnw cotton, crop alone
r.i'tted the peoplo of the South ovei

$200,000,000, whllo the manufactiiror*
product in Southern mllls greatl;.
added to thls startling sum.

With its gcographlcal posltlon a;
tlie gatewuy to this golden land o;
promiso, wlth six railway systems and
two steamship llnes reachlng *>ut anc

travorsing these regions of. wealth
Richmond na.turally shares, aa perhaps
no other clty does, ln the South's pros¬
perlty.

Clty** ProsperMy.
As an Inclicatlon of the clty's pros¬

perlty nothlng Is more slgnificant thar
the healthy condllion of the bankinf
institutlons. which number twenty-one
not including many branch bank:
scattered throughout the retail busl
ness sectlons, and whose total asset.
amount to $40,775,000. with hank clenr
ings during the year 1906 of 5303,437,
mn.
A comparlson with other Southen

cities shows that Richmond's banl
clearings exceed those of any two cltie
of tho States on the Atlantic seaboard
and the fact ls startling that the In
crease ln bank clearings withrn six
teeri years has reached 1C9 per cent
or more than $100,000,000.

Apart from its commerclal advan
^ tnges Rlchmond is an jdenl place 1
/ which to residc^, for its locatlon o

C thc banlcs of James river, at tho hea
of navigation, within nlnety miles i

tlie sea, anrl upon commanding hill
i; most fortunate. being free fr'o'i
sovcro storms and blessed wlth th
highest ptrcentago of clear ar.d sunn

days durlng tbe year.
Strangers nre delighte'd wlth tl;

chnrm and beauty of the residontii
portlon of tho clty. wlth Its spacloi
parks, Its broad avenues. with tl
statolinoss of Its private nnd publ
Btructurcs, nnd wlth the rnagnlflcf>i
shade trees whlcli fringe its stree
and bcautify Hs clrlveways.

No fewer than elghteen public park
^ contalning nearly 400 acres, are hcu

ti red throughout the city, while "i
; numerous nre the handsome »intu.
I erected to great Vlrglrilans thnt Hic-I
1 mond Ib known as the clty of raoni
' ment*;.

Malnon Loree at Niraes; whlle 'fbonrj
Ji-fft-rsori wfl3 minlnter to thnt countr
ancl erectad under hh; supcrylBiori, u

very recently enlarged nnel Improved;
aloo in tho Capltol Sqiinre ara thu
lAriuihIngton piou;).General AA'ashlng-
tcn, surrounded by great A'lrginlans.:jlioudon's Washlngton. said'to bo the
greatest work In marble ln American,
ana statues of Henry Clay, Stonetvall
Jackson, Dr. Hunter McGuIre, a famous
wur surgeon, and Governoi' AVIlllam
Smlth. On Monument Avonuo are the
monument3 of President Uavia and
Oenorahs Robcrt E. Lee und J. E. B.
Sluart, the last two belng eriuestrhiii
Etatues, besldos which thero are other
monuments to-soldiers and statesinen
ulsewhere ln and around tiie city; thu
^A,rilte House of the Confederacy, now

a Confodeiato Museum; the homo of
John Marshall, the great Chief Justlce
of the United States; St. John's Church,
v.-hero Patrick Honry mado his dra-
matlc .'speeeh which arourod the col¬
onists'to arms; Seven Pines and tho
othor groat battlonclds; Hollywood.
that..beautiful "City of tbe Dead."
known throughout the land. where lie
buried the remalns of the Confe'deracy's
Preaident, Jefferson Davis; Prcaldents
Tylor nnd. Monroe and other enilnent
atatcsmen» and soldiers. along ywith
countless thousands of losscr note.

''Other AdvnntaKen.
Socially, Richmond offers all tho ael-

vantages that a city of its size and tra-
ditlonai mlght he expected to possoss.
Educatlonal facHlt'ios aro oyceptionally
noteworthy. Here are located the
Medlcal-Collcge> of Virglnla and the
University. College of Medicine, attend¬
ed by'students from practlcally every
State. Richmond College. loundod in
1S32, has graduates in every State. The
excellence ct the Woman's College has
brought" to It so great'' a patronacro
from the Southe.-.i States tliat new
end larger bulldlnss will havo to bo
erected. "She Union Theoiogical Scm¬
inary, the lcading theological semlnary
of the Southern Prtsbytev'iii'i Church,
13 locateel in' thls clty. Th; Virglnla
Mechanic.*" Institute. founded In 1S5-!,
ls renderir.'g' rtssistsnee of iriestlmable
valiie. to ambltioius young men.
The public school system is aelmir-

ablj' conducted and libe'rally supported
There are separate schools for white
and colored. The system embracos 34J
separate schools, located ln twenty-one
large bulldlngs and slx sma'ller ones
owned by tho clty and Instructed hj
?.c;i teachers and supervisors. The
school population of the. city is 2.1,95S
of which 14.SC1. or about 00 per cent.
ar«o enrolied in the public schools

Conventlon Clty.
There are ln Richmond nlnety-si:

churches, with a membership of mon
than -17,000. St. John's, where Patricl
Henry uttered the fir?t clarlon cai
for American llberty; St. Paul's, Monu
mental, bullt on the slte of a burn
theatre, and one.or two more, are his
toric. Others are noteel for thei
beauty. Tho great Roman Catholh
Catheelral has just been cornpleted n
a cost approxlmating half a mlllio:
dollars, and ls considered to be tli
flnest church edifice. ln the entlr
South.
There are elght bospltals ln the citj

all of the best type, anel at least on
or two clairhlrig superiorlty over an
others in tho South.
The hotel aceommodations are excel

lent, and within the past year the ca

pacity nf the first-class hotels hav
been doubled, so that Richmond, on iu

count of its historical Interest, togethe
wlth belng able to care for great nuh
bers of vlsltors, has becomo ono of tl

, flrst conventlon cltles of thn countr;
Thr- transactions in real estate elui

ing 1906 amountert in rounei figures l
, $6,000,000, and it is notable that tl

prices [>iiid during that perlod ave.-ragr
4*).!l! per cent. over tno ussesseel vall
of tho property sold, Inelleallng
marked advance ln values aince the la
appralsomoht. Building oporatio'i
durlng the same period amounted

18 $2,450,995:
l- Itnlhvny Facilltles,

i- -Among tho railways converglng
Richmond are the Chesapeake ar

Ohio, whoso rails load in threo dlfferej:
in dlrectlonH; tho Southorn, whoso ral
i- lead ln two different "dlrectiona; tl
at: Atlantlc fjoaat J.lne; tho Seaboard A
V-I Llne; tln- Norfolk anel AVesteirn, wl
H-iilH"f- connectlo'ns (the Avlantlc Coa
ln Whe, the Seaboard Alr Llne and t!
us Southern Railway), and tho Rlehinon
ia I'reei. rlckshuig anel Potomac Kallron
y. cohnectirig at Waahtngton wlth t

id Pennsylvania .and iJal.imore anel Oh

systems. Rlchmond ls nt present throo
hours nnd flvo mlnutos by rall from
Waahlngton, four hours and ten mln¬
utes from Baltlmoro. oix hours and
throo-tiuarters from Phlladolphlu, nlno
hours from Now York, slxteen and
tliroe-qunrter hours from Boston,
twolvo and a half hours from Pltts¬
burg, nnd hlnetecn hours and a hnlf
from Buffalo, and when tho double
track to Washington nnd tho Wash¬
ington Unlon Statlon Is completed, tlie \
timo to tho points abovo named wlll
probably be shortened. To Clnclnnatl
the tlmo from Rlchmond Is nlnoteon
hours, and to Chlcago twenty nnd a
hnlf hours. Eiglity pasenger tralns en¬
ter ancl leave the clty overy day, six,
und in somo scasons elght, direct ^ex-
press tralns run dally in both directions
between Richmond nnd New Vork.
Ono of tho finest Inter-urban trolloy
llnes ln tho United States renches Pe¬
tersburg, twonty-threo miles south, cars
leavlng termlnals every hour. Tho
Richmond nnd Chosapeake Bay Electric
Rallway, now under constructlon, will
tap what is known. as the Northern
Neck of Virginia, one of tho richest
trucklng sectlons of tho world. nnd will
soon be in operation between Richmond
and thersuburb.-tn clty of Ashland. slx¬
teen mllos distant. The Tidewater and
Western, whlch now opcrates between
Bermuda Hundrod on James Rlver to
Farmvllle,ivwlll shortly be extended to
Lynchburg?and Richmond. making ,a t
short route between these cities. 'Cbc fJames River is navigablo from Rlch- I
mond to the sea. Two steamhoat com- l
p'anies.the Old Domlnlon and the Vlr-
glnla Navigation Company.as woll as
the rall llnes, connect at Norfolk and
Newport News wlth coastwiso and
ocean-going steamers, nffording trans-
portation facilltles to all parts of the
world.

Great Industrles.
The tobaceo Industry in all its

branches ls the leadlng one ln Rlch¬
mond, for tho city furnlshes more cap¬
ital to handle the crop than all tho
other markets comblned. The snles
annually amount to more than 60,-
000,000 pounds, and the storage capacity/
of tho various warehouse-i ls S0,00t'
hogsheads. *

Tho tobaceo Interests represent an
Investment of about $7,000,000, and the
productlon is valuod ar over $20,000,000,
glving employment to upwardn of 10,000
mon and'women.
Noxt ln importance are the, Iron and;

klndrod Indttstries, employing, as they
do, nearly 10,000 operatlves, wlth an
output last year of near'y $10,000,000.
They. vary from locomotlves to drop
forgings. Thlrd ln valuo of plants and
of output Is tho manufacture of fertll-
lzers, thls clty belng headquarters'of
the largest fertllizer. concern in the
world. As a manufacturing centre, it
onjoys the distinctlon of haylng thc
largest wooden-ware plant In the world,
the largest baklng-powder factory ln
the country, of belng tho largest cen¬
tre for the .manufacture of blotting
paper, of having a world-renowned
meat-julce factory, nnd the ^nrgest
publishing house in tho South. All of
these speclaltles, as well as the volumo
ancl quality of its mnnufacturea of food
produets, packing-houso produets,
beer, flavorlng extracts, drugs. and
rnediclnes, wood and paper boxes,
leuther goods, trunks, saddlery ancl
harness, bulldlrig materials, prlntlng
and boots and shoes, glve it special
promlnence.

What 11 Offer*.
"Careful lhvest.lgai.ion," says tho

Chamber of Commerco in a reeent pub-
llcation, "wlll result ln convictlon that,
slnce manufacturing in the South at
largo ls practlcally in its Infancy, no
other sectlon of the country offers the
prospectlve mnnufacturer so. many In-
vltlng opportunities; nnd, with its ox-
cellent rallway facilltles, wlth its
good system of rall und watei
routes to nnd from all parti
of tho country, with Its superb
cllmatlc conditions, wlth Its proxlmity
to an nnllmited supply of raw mcte-
rlals, nnd wlth its reputation already
ostabllshod aa a successful manufac
turing polnt, no other city ln thc
South offers so mnny circumstanees
that cothblne to make success easy for
Its own manufacturera ns does Rlch¬
mond. Thls latter statement ls effec-

d tlvely conflrmed by the unusual success

djof Itkhmond's two hundred nnd flfty
noi factorles now In operatlon, nnd a nurrt-
io| ber of smaller, but growing industrles.'


